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Opinions

Everybody has one...

Driving Safety

Over the last couple of months, we have seen some signifi-
cant motor vehicle accidents. There has been an increase in highway
traffic over the last couple of years, especially during the summer.
It stands to reason that the more vehicles we have on our roads, the
more likely there will be an accident. Union County Fire Depart-
ment would like to provide a few driving tips.
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in place during an accident. Seatbelts
work in conjunction with the airbags and crumple zones to provide
a safe area for passengers.

Another issue that has become a major cause of automobile
accidents is distracted driving. There was a time when the only ma-
jor distraction was changing the radio station but today there are
multiple distractions. The No. 1 distraction is cellphone use. Driv-
ers may be texting, emailing or even browsing the internet while
driving, all of which are illegal in Georgia. It is unlawful for a per-
son to use a wireless telecommunication device to write, send or
read a text-based communication while operating a vehicle. It is
also unlawful for drivers to “physically hold or support, with any
part of his or her body,” a “wireless telecommunication” or “stand-
alone electronic” device while operating a vehicle.

Texting is the most dangerous cellphone distraction. It in-
volves holding the phone, looking and typing. How dangerous is
texting and driving? An article by Jacob Masters of the Brain Injury
Society compares texting and driving to drinking and driving. The
article states: “Drivers who are texting while behind the wheel have
a 23 percent higher chance of causing a crash. That is equivalent to
downing four beers and then getting behind the wheel.” There are
many driving distractions, and everyone should avoid anything that
diverts their complete attention from operating their vehicle.

The last issue is speed. We live in a very fast world, and peo-
ple are always in a hurry. That increase of 10 to 15 miles per hour
will only shave a few seconds off a short trip and only a few minutes
on a long trip. However, that same increase in speed reduces your

See Fire, page 5A

Love Elegy

Former Sen. Zell Miller resisted the term “hillbilly” as de-
rogatory. But J.D. Vance claims to be one, and writes from that
perspective in “Hillbilly Elegy.”

The short version of Vance’s story is that his grandparents
were dirt poor and in love. They married and moved north to es-
cape dire poverty. Their grandson (Vance) would graduate from
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tion was pointless, opportunity was Wayne
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Mamaw believed he had a chance

to escape the misery. Once, she bought him a calculator. In her
salty way she yelled, “Have you finished your math homework?”
“No Mamaw, not yet.” “Well you (dang) well better start. I didn’t
spend every penny I had on that little computer for you to (laze)
around all day!”

She challenged him because she loved him and he knew
it. When he was at Marine boot camp she wrote daily, sometimes
multiple letters. He writes, “I read every day that Mamaw was
proud of me, that she loved me, and that she knew I wouldn’t give
up.” She loved him too much to affirm his fall into the familiar
trap of bad choices and underachievement.

That’s too rare these days. “We are in a culture that says
the most loving thing you can do is to affirm someone in their
own choices,” says John Stonestreet of the Colson Center. What
if those choices are culturally embraced but personally destruc-
tive? Can true love affirm what is harmful or untrue?

As followers of Christ, we love like He did. He did not
affirm a young man’s reliance on wealth but said, “With God
all things are possible” (Luke 18). He did not affirm Zaccheus’
fraud, but was willing to associate with him (Luke 19). He did not
affirm the Samaritan woman’s lifestyle, but offered her “a well of
water springing up to eternal life” (John 4).

Today’s chaotic and confusing cultural moment begs for
displays of the clarifying love of God. That doesn’t mean you
must change people or fix all that’s wrong in the world. But you
can “be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other,

See Fowler, page 5A

Commissioner’s Questions

Q. I saw something regarding Governor Brian Kemp
introducing the Georgia Safety Promise. What is this?

A. The Georgia Safety Promise is a statewide campaign
from the Governor’s Office and the Georgia Department of Health
that encourages businesses and the public to agree to simple mea-
sures that can be taken to minimize the spread of COVID-19 and
keep Georgia open for business. This

is not a formal agreement that indi- ¢ Q &UA
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is a commitment that can be made to
do what has been recommended since
the threat of COVID-19 became a re-
ality.

Q. What safety measures are
being recommended for businesses and individuals through
this program?

A. The recommended safety measures (not requirements)
are basically the same as they have been since the beginning of the
COVID-19 protocol. Business owners would promise to promote
social distancing within their businesses, promote wearing face
coverings, clean commonly used surfaces, and wash and sanitize
hands. Individuals would be promising to adhere to social distanc-
ing, wearing face coverings, and washing and sanitizing hands of-
ten.
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Q. So, what does an individual or business need to do
if they decide they want to participate in the Georgia Safety
Promise?

A. You would go to the website: georgia.org/SafetyPromise.
On this website you will find promotional materials available for
individuals to print or to use on social media. For businesses, there
is a section to input your business name and basic information
about your business. You then receive a full digital toolkit of re-
sources to share your commitment to the Georgia Safety Promise,
including suggested social media posts and signage for your busi-
ness.

Q. What is the purpose of the Georgia Safety Promise
and what is the result supposed to be?

A.The goal of this campaign is to keep Georgia businesses
open.Ifeveryone,including businesses and individuals, will follow
these simple guidelines, the possibility of having to close Georgia

See Paris, page 5A

Drug Free Mountain Life

Parents and Early
Prevention Series - Part 4

Have you ever wondered what struggles
other parents or caregivers of teens encounter
when dealing with drugs and alcohol today?
You may feel that
you are the only one
with questions and
concerns and are
reluctant to discuss
this topic with oth-
ers due to the stigma
surrounding alcohol
and drug use. Here is the GOOD NEWS!! You
are not the only parent with questions and con-
cerns about how to manage your teen and the
topic of drug use.

Partnership for Drug Free Kids recently
conducted eight focus groups across the country
with a diverse set of parents of 11 to 16-year-
olds and found that an overwhelming majority
shared similar concerns and reservations about
how to manage early prevention strategies with
their teens. Some were certain that their kids had

The DRUG FREE MOUNTAIN
LIFE campaign supports an
overall safe community by
providing information, educa-
tion and support services to
children, families, and commu-
nity toward prevention of illegal
substance abuse.

See Drug Free, page 5A

Letters to the Editor

Only Addicts?
To the Editor,

Questions, questions, questions after read-
ing the news account of the Gowder brothers/
Heaton defense:

1. If they were “only addicts,” why was a
multi-jurisdictional law enforcement task force
needed to gather evidence, and how many mil-
lions of dollars in salaries, vehicle expense and
digital equipment did this take out of our local
taxpayers’ pockets while all three got off with

See Senart, page 5A
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A Time for Healing

To the Editor,

It is time for America to put aside parti-
san politics and to act for the common good. The
rhetoric coming from both sides of the aisle is
filled with anger and bitterness. Each side tries
to vilify the other, and each side seems so en-
trenched in their viewpoints that proving that
they are right is more important than doing what
is right. How did we come to this?

The only way we can ever solve the monu-
mental problems of our day is to treat each other

See Dixon, page 5A
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Wear a Face Mask; Save Lives
To the Editor,

I reflected on the golden rule while return-
ing home from a trip to Walmart this morning
(“So in everything, do to others what you would
have them do to you™). Maybe 10 percent of the
people in the store wore a face mask. Many ig-
nored the directional arrows at the end of every
aisle to help people social distance. I had to ask
the person behind me in the checkout line to
move back. Even one of the employees stocking
shelves had pulled down their face mask.

As the number of coronavirus cases sky-
rockets and the death toll increases, it is difficult

See Mishrell, page 5A

Americans United
To the Editor,

In reference to the letters to the editor on
July 1, 2020, I want to thank Mr. White, Ms.
Boudreau and Mr. Braddy for their letters. Their
comments echoed my own thoughts so very well
and, I believe, those of many others in this time
of turmoil in our country.

As to Mr. Gearheart’s letter, I respect his
opinion and agree that it was inappropriate for
Mr. Floyd’s family to receive a tri-folded buri-
al flag that is traditionally reserved for service
member, police officer or veteran family mem-
bers upon their passing. But I take issue with

See Claypool, page 5A
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Firewise and the Pandemic

Chestatee-Chattahoochee RC&D is the
Georgia Firewise Liaison, and we have worked
hard to recruit 110 recognized Firewise commu-
nities across Georgia. It has taken a lot of hard
work by everybody connected to the Firewise
program in Georgia, and we are not going to
let something like a

pandemic stop our [ Rc&D

progress,  because | Egyecutive o
wildfire doesn’t Director = A
know any differ- \

ence. We cannot let Frank by 4
our guard down, and Riley »

we must keep our
momentum going to keep our homes and com-
munities safe from the wildfire that will come
our way one day when it finally stops raining,
and it will stop and then turn dry quicker than
you can imagine. That is the dangerous time
when we have become complacent and look up
and there is smoke coming up the hill toward our
homes, so we must continue to be prepared.

Despite the challenges of quarantines and
social distancing, safety advocates are finding
innovative ways to prepare their communities
for wildfire This year’s wildfire preparation sea-
son coincided with the nation’s all-consuming
COVID-19 response. Most states recognize
May as Wildfire Awareness Month, with the first
Saturday designated as Wildfire Preparedness
Day to kick the month off when wildfire safety
advocates typically preach neighborly activities
and gatherings to reduce wildfire risks in com-
munities. As the pandemic overwhelmed much
of the country, however, we were forced to pivot
as businesses closed, travel was restricted, and
stay-at-home orders were issued.

Precautions against the spread of the vi-
rus not only meant that people could not conduct
their typical Wildfire Community Preparedness
Day activities or annual Firewise events, but also
presented an enormous distraction from con-
cerns beyond the immediate health and safety of
citizens. In other words, typical gentle reminders
about doing your wildfire prep work were eas-
ily ignored or set aside while people coped with
how to stay safe, feed their families, and tend to
children learning from home. National Fire Pre-
vention Association’s (NFPA) message around
wildfire preparedness emphasizes that there are
in fact simple steps people can take to protect
their homes from wildfire. Sometimes that mes-
sage gets lost among all the different wildfire
messages out there, as well as the sensational-
ized news that’s often generated when wildfire
losses occur. Our message is all the more impor-
tant when groups cannot gather. NFPA and other
wildfire safety advocates see the silver lining of
people staying at home. It’s the perfect time for
home maintenance activities that target roofs,

See Riley, page 5A
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A Good Kind of Tired

My grandfather was about 13-15 when
their home burned. It was later found out that
a disgruntled renter had intentionally burned
their home over a dispute. The family lost most
of their earthly possessions and moved into one
of their rental houses on their farm. The family
of eight was under a

great deal of stress | Around
for a short period | The Farm
of time. My great-

grandfather Lon

was running a grist Wickey

mill,  blacksmith | Cuwmminge

shop, cotton farm
and sawmill, and trying to rebuild their home, all
at the same time.

One very hectic day in late summer, Lon
asked his son, my grandfather, to take the wagon
and mules to pick up a load of logs and deliver
them to the sawmill. These logs would be sawed
into planks for their new house. This was the
first time my grandfather had been asked to do a
job like this by himself. He loaded the logs and
started to the mill. While crossing a creek the
wagon turned over and all the logs rolled out of
the wagon. My grandfather made the choice not
to go after help. He knew his father was busy try-
ing to get other things done, and since he had lost
the logs, it was his responsibility to finish the job
himself. He spent the next few hours loading the
logs himself with no help.

Papa got home just as the sun was setting.
His father met him and was told the story of the
day’s events. Lon smiled at Papa and told him to
go wash up for supper. Papa was so tired that he
fell asleep while trying to change clothes. Lon
told my great grandmother to let her son sleep,
that “he was feeling a good kind of tired.”

As T write this article, I remember Papa,
because July 10th is his birthday. If he were
alive, he would be 105 years old. Columbus
Cummings, aka Coon, had a tremendous influ-
ence on me and all others of which he knew.

He never finished school, only complet-
ing seven years of education. Yet he was able to
buy and pay for a 300-acre farm. His farm was
a model for producers and conservationists. He
cleared his property by hand and installed his
own terraces to protect his topsoil. His poultry
operation led the area in feed conversion for
broilers. His family was always well-fed and had
plenty of milk, butter and meat. Enough to give
to less fortunate families in the area.

Coon Cummings was a hard worker and
set the example for those of us around him. He
awoke at 4:30 a.m. to carry out his farm chores
and then ate and left for work as a poultry service
crew leader for Marshall Durbin Poultry Com-
pany. And he always found time for us grand-
kids when he came home. We would go fishing

See Cummings, page 5A

Chamber of Commerce

Last week, I had an opportunity to spend
time at the GACCE conference. It was interest-
ing to hear how other communities are doing and
how they are responding to today’s current events
and COVID-19. Many towns have businesses
that have yet to reopen, with still more that have

opened but continue [~ gairsville
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may not survive. Steve Rowe

Knowing
this, I am encouraged when talking to our own
chamber members to hear that most have posi-
tive things to say. Retailers report an upswing.
Restaurants, continuing to operate under CDC
guidelines, report a return of lost business. And
while it may be true that many restaurants would
prefer fewer restrictions, they would neverthe-
less continue to exercise caution to protect their
employees and customers. The same can be said
for other businesses. Grateful to reopen, owners
are still saying safety remains their top priority.

Considering the good news of our own

See Chamber, page 5A

Fire ants are very common throughout
Georgia. Thankfully, we don’t have as many in
the mountains as they do south of us. However,
once you experience a fire ant bite, you won’tever
forget it. Another problem with fire ants is that
you rarely get just one bite. Fire ants were first
reported in Geor-
gia in the 1950s.| @UGA
They’ve been found
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about fire ants and
things that you can do to control them so that
they don’t take over your lawn or pasture.

If you can manage to get an up-close look
without being bitten and stung, you’ll see that
fire ants have two nodes between their abdomen
at the end of their body and the thorax in the mid-
dle of their body. Fire ants generally like to stay
in open grassy areas.

Fire ants are most active when tempera-
tures are between 70 and 85. In the fall fire ants
are active because they are foraging for food.
This makes fall the best time to treat them. Treat-
ment during the spring and summer is also possi-
ble, but effective population control will be less
likely. When it’s really hot during the summer
time fire ants will burrow deeper into the ground,
making them more difficult to treat. Treatments
in the summer are best done in the morning or
evening when it’s cooler.

Using a bait will be the most effective way
of controlling fire ants. Amdro is the main ant
bait that is used for fire ants. Broadcast the bait
either over the mounds, or in a four-foot circle
around each mound. It’s important to know that
Amdro is not labelled for use in vegetable gar-
dens. It has to be used in scenarios where the
plants growing there are not going to be eaten.
If a few mounds remain after seven to ten days,
a follow up application of Orthene will be effec-
tive against those problematic mounds. Take a
long stick and quickly put a hole in the center
of the mound. Then fill the hole with insecticide
to eliminate those mounds. When applying pes-
ticides always make sure to read and follow the
label.

Pouring about 3 gallons of boiling wa-
ter onto a mound will sometimes eliminate the
mound, if it is done in the morning when more
ants are close to the soil surface. It is also pos-
sible to coerce fire ants to move from sensitive
areas by continually knocking down their colo-
nies.

I have also seen people using orange oil
mixed with soap and other ingredients. This
treatment is effective because it eats away the
ant’s skin. However, it will also kill any other in-

See Williams, page 5A

Kenneth West
Publisher/Owner

Shawn Jarrard
Editor

North Georgia News
Published since 1909 ¢ Legal Organ of Union County

Derek Richards
Advertising Director

Website: www.nganews.com * Email: northgeorgianews@hotmail.com « Mail: P.O. Box 2029, Blairsville, GA 30514

The North Georgia News is an independent and nonpartisan publication. As such, third-party views contained herein
are not necessarily the opinions or positions of this newspaper, e.g. advertising, press releases, editorial content,
perspectives expressed in articles covering local events, etc.

Todd Forrest
Sports Editor

Lowell Nicholson
Photographer

Publication No: 001505
Advertising, News deadlines Friday at 4 p.m. ® Mail Service for all subscriptions except 30512, 30514 &
30572 - One Year $40. In county, carrier delivered subscription is $5. All subscriptions must be
paid in advance. NORTH GEORGIA NEWS is published weekly by NGN/TCH, Inc., 266 Cleveland Street,
Blairsville, Georgia, 30512. Entered as Second Class Matter as of Dec. 17, 1988, at the Post Office in
Blairsville. NORTH GEORGIA NEWS is not responsible for errors in advertising beyond the cost of
the actual space involved. All advertisements are accepted subject to the Publisher’s approval of the copy
and to the space being available, and the Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertisement.
Phone: 706-745-6343 Fax: 706-745-1830 * P.O. Box 2029, Blairsville, Georgia 30514




